
Date: July 25, 2022

Dear Mayor Vinis and Eugene City Council,

The undersigned businesses are writing to thank you for your vote last November to direct staff
to explore policy options to mandate new construction be 100% electric, and to create a plan to
comprehensively decarbonize Eugene’s existing buildings by 2045. We encourage you to
continue to take decisive action to mitigate climate change, starting by tackling the proliferation
of new fossil fuel infrastructure in our city.

Specifically, the use of gas in buildings is the fastest growing source of greenhouse gas emissions
in the city, and is also putting business owners and employees at increased risk to their health
and safety due to the high levels of air pollution that it generates. As such, we encourage you to
heed your constituents’ requests to regulate the use of fracked gas in the City of Eugene.

As local business owners here in Eugene, addressing the climate crisis is extremely important to
our bottom line. In the past few years, climate-driven wildfires have dramatically reduced our
state’s tourism revenue. Travel Oregon estimates that in 2017, the State lost approximately $51
million in tourism revenue due to smoke from wildfires. A recent study estimated that climate
change, if unmitigated, could cost our global economy over $500 trillion, well over the economic
costs that previous estimates have attributed to run away warming.

Not only does climate change pose a massive threat to our current economic model, but experts
have shown that making the transition to renewable-generated electricity would dramatically
benefit the economy, and create significantly more jobs than would be lost by the fossil fuel
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industry. A recent study by UCLA found that electrifying California’s buildings over the next 25
years would create 8 times as many jobs as may be lost in the gas industry, supporting an
additional 100,000 full-time jobs in construction, manufacturing and the energy sector each year.
Eugene would expect to see jobs numbers for our city proportional to our population and housing
stock. Additionally, the inevitability of a transition from fossil fuels is increasingly apparent, and
our economy and businesses would benefit from immediate investment in renewables and
electrification rather than suffering from stranded assets and expensive retrofits down the line.

Transitioning our buildings to highly efficient electric appliances comes with many co-benefits.
One of the most significant of these is the dramatic reduction in air pollution generated by gas
appliances. A recent Harvard Chan School of Medicine study found that in OR, burning fossil
fuels in buildings was responsible for 20 premature deaths and $221,326,511 in health impacts in
2017. 89% of those impacts were from burning gas in buildings. Another study found that
children that grow up in homes with gas stoves have a 42% increased risk of developing
asthmatic symptoms due to associated indoor air pollution.

While the gas industry wants cities and citizens alike to believe that renewable natural gas
(RNG) offers an easy solution to climate change, an Oregon Department of Energy report
showed that RNG production can only meet approximately 20% of our state’s current demand.
We cannot allow the gas industry to continue to expand its infrastructure based on the promise of
RNG when our own state’s Department of Energy has clearly shown that it is not a viable
solution.

We urge you to take this historic opportunity to listen to your constituents and follow the lead of
the over 50 cities across the country that have passed these policies, including Berkeley and
Seattle, and to continue the process to transition Eugene to renewable energy and away from the
use of polluting fracked gas.We urge you to continue efforts to create a fossil free Eugene, and to
continue to move decisively on the spirit of the two motions passed last fall by passing an
electrification mandate and creating a community- informed roadmap to equitably transition our
city’s buildings to renewable energy by 2045.

Thank you for your consideration,

Chelsea Rose - Arcimoto

Paul Moore - Arriving By Bike

Hanna Scholz - Bike Friday

https://innovation.luskin.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/California_Building_Decarbonization.pdf
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/c-change/news/stationarysources/
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https://www.kuow.org/stories/seattle-bans-natural-gas-in-new-buildings


Dazzia Szczepaniak - Café Mam / Royal Blue Organics

John Galas - Direct Kick

Cynthia Lafferty - Doak Creek Native Plant Nursery

J A Lundin - Eugene Electric Bicycles

Nick Cady - Fatt Jeff

John Jarboe - Opine Cellars

Mike Murphy - Pedego Eugene

Ian Hill - SeQuential Refuel Station

Newt Loken - Solar Assist Inc

Jan Fillinger - Studio.e Architecture

Jules Renaud - Studio.e Architecture

Steve Mertz - Tacovore

Chris Daughters - The Caddis Fly Angling Shop

Brandon Spruill - The N.E.S.T

Steve Mertz - The Wheel APizza Pub


